B L A (: K l N A Dangerous Spirit: The Lynching of Lucian Weaver
sl Strawberry Plains, Tennessee 1879
AppALACHlA Teacher 6s Gui de

research, education and support

Summary:On July 14th, 1879 Lucian (also listed as Lucius) Weaver was the victim of an extrajudicial murdel
of men in Strawberry Plains, Tennessee. Weaver was accused of assaultingHvrse btieevBtgpesJohn
Howell at their home in rural Jefferson County.

T e a c h e r This filMNmottrays a painful story in Appalachian history. It offers teachers a unique opportunii
a local and regional example of life in4Requostruction South. Through discussion of the lynching of Lucian W
er, students can draw connection to the larger themes of race injustice during the period and the legacy of tt
shaping our communities today.

This film contains descriptions of lynchings. Teachers are strongly encouraged to preview the film and relate
before using them in the classroom.

Buch proceedings as that are] dis-
graceful, a blight to the fair name of
. . . our community, and ought not to oc-
Discussion Questions car. Ttwould have been bad enough.
certainly for men to thus take the law
. . . . |into their own hands had there bave
Use the questions below to lead a class discussion after viewing the fi been 1o possible doubt of the. guilt of

. . . the party, bat, in thi later de-
1. Where is Jefferson County located? Describe the area (i.e. geogra| yelopments ,,,'}o. the m ressona-

i ble doubt. It was claimed by him
tion, economy). {that ~ be could prove himself

2. What was the initial crime committed? How the was the suspect d¢|!® uoxville, and his mother says
|the same, s0 that he should at

the initial newspaper accounts? least have bad an opportanity to pro-
) _ duce this proof, and have a fair trial.
3. What is known about Lucian Weaver? Any man is entitled to it. 'Tis true

Mrs. Howell declared positively to his
4. Why do you think Lucian Weaver was identified as the perpetrator | deatity, and such an odourrence is
calculated to arouse the passions of

crime? | relatives and friends, but there is &
: : , bability, b f identi- .
5. Discuss the timeline from Wea\g:,_;,n.:o:;:f:;.::::d;ozmd;':‘:,a hi
worthy about the timing of these events? been mistaken. The case is likely yet
. . Knoxville Whig and Chrauic23,
6. Where did Weaver say he was when the crime took place? 1879 g ¥

7. Was he allowed to present a defense? Why do you think he was not allowed to
present any witnesses to support his claims?

8. Who was noted as being part of the mob?

9. What was done to dissuade the mob and protect Weaver? Do you think these were good faith efforts?
1000Why do you think Weaverds mother was not all owe
l11lHow did the |l ocal justice system respond to Wez:

12.Do you think this served as a deterrent for future lynchings? Why or Why not?



ClassroomExtensions

1 The lynching of Lucian Weaver is a prime example of how this type of mob violence denies the civil and |

of an individual. Have your students reviglvadhBighisaying particular attention to the Fifth and Sixth Amenc
ments. You may need to break each amendment down so that students are clear on the various compon
a class, discuss how those rights were (0O0r not)
cerpt shown on page one. How does this article
ing on the faith of the judicial process?

Lynchings were often criticized by some in the white community. In the aftermath of the lynching of Lucia
theKnoxville Daily Chrgminted an editorial discussing their thoughts on the events and the danger of mob
Have students read the editorial (see page toreb)yarttie tekiiscuss as a class. Then challenge your studer
to consider this article in comparison to the broader story presented in the film. Based on the sources pre
your students construct a historical argument on the impact of the lynching of Lucian Weaver and how th:
responded. Student cathissgraphic organtpeoutline their thoughts.

Additional Educational Resources

1 LessorDue Process of lfeam the Bill of Rights Institute

1 Lessonihy Is Due Process So Important to AmericaRromstiCavics

1 LessorDue Process Ignored: Lynching and Americafréabnl¥akNew Haven Teachers Institute

LYNCH LAW IN TENNESSEE.

[BY TELEGRAPH TO THE HERALD.)
ExoxviLLe, Tenn., July 14, 1879.

Lucius Weaver, colored, who criminally assaulted
Mrs. Howell, & highly respectable white woman,
near Strawberry Plains, fifteen miles from this city,
on the 30th of Ma> last, was brought bhere Sunday.
Mrs. Howell identified him as the guilty man.
About two hundred citizens of the vicinity
of Strawberry Plains congregated, evidently with
the intention of lynching the prisoner, who waived
preliminary examination before Justice Vance, und

was held for the Circuit Court. As the train with
the HERALD correspondent moved off at dark about
ont:(}mudred ?Tn 11:03‘“’”;: ttb:. prl:‘ow t% an &
; la t, and it oughte prisoner has
New York Daily Hehalg 15, 1879 "lmt.mn 80, this is the second lynching for a
similar outrage that has occurred in East Tennessee
for fourteen years. |
Later intelligence states that Weaver was taken
nalf a mile out of town and shot through the head,
causing death in & few minutes.



https://www.loc.gov/item/rbpe.24404400/
https://www.loc.gov/programs/teachers/getting-started-with-primary-sources/guides/
https://library.mtsu.edu/ld.php?content_id=62276829
https://billofrightsinstitute.org/lessons/due-process-of-law
https://www.icivics.org/teachers/privatei/why-due-process-so-important-american-justice
https://teachersinstitute.yale.edu/curriculum/units/2014/3/14.03.01/3

Knoxville Daily Chrodityel6, 1879



