
Chattel slavery was a system in which allowed
people to be bought, sold, owned & worked
forever. This system lasted 246 years in the
English-speaking Americas. 

There are popular misconceptions that
enslavement of Africans was largely absent
from East Tennesse,Southwestern Virgina &from East Tennesse,Southwestern Virgina &
Eastern Kentucky. Though there were robust
anti-slavery organizations in the mountains &
valleys, the economy relied heavily on the
free labor of Africans & their descendants.

From the earliest colonial explorations of the 
region, those enslaved men, women & children
were present in the area.were present in the area.

The earliest documentation of the 8th of August 
being celebrated as Emancipation Day in our
region comes from a newspaper artcle some
eight years after the Emancipation Proclamation 
& six years from the fall of the Confederacy.
This first known event was held in Greeneville,
Tennessee, the home of Andrew Johnson & the Tennessee, the home of Andrew Johnson & the 
newly freed people; Samuel, Dolly & William.

Knoxville Chronicle, August 9th, 1871

Dolly Johnson, circa 1861, holding Andrew
Johnson Stover, grandson of Andrew Johnson.
Dolly had at least three children of her own: 
Liz, Florence & William Andrew



As the decades passed after Emancipation,
the celebration of August 8th as Freedom Day
spread out from Greeneville & East Tennessee
to six states and over 50 communities at its
height.

Though Samuel Johnson is credited with the
establishment of the the 8th of August as the
date to be observed as Emanciption Day,
the migration of Black families out of the
agricultural valleys, into the coal fields & the 
factories of the North facilitated the spread in
ways no one person could.ways no one person could.

8th of August celebration in Detroit, Michigan, 1947

Samuel Johnson
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