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Wartburg, Tennessee 1895
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research, education and support

Summary: November 1895 in Morgan County, Tennessee, a disagreement between a boss, James Kelley, and a worker

would ultimately lead to the murder of both. After a 10 day man hunt in the mountains, the accused, Charles Hurd, would

be abducted from the jail and killed at the hands of a lynch mob in Wartburg.

Teacher’s Note: This film portrays a painful story in Appalachian history. It offers teachers a unique opportunity to bring

a local and regional example of life in the post-Reconstruction South. Through discussion of the lynching of Charles Hurd,

students can draw connection to the larger themes of race injustice during the period and the legacy of that injustice in

shaping our communities today.

This film contains descriptions of lynchings, Teachers are strongly encouraged to preview the film and related materials

before using them in the classroom.

Discussion Questions
Use the questions below to lead a class discussion after viewing the
film.

1. Describe the geography, economy and demographic make-up of
Wartburg.

2. How did the railroad Change the area?

3. How was Charles Hurd described? What do you think was meant
by this language?

4. Who was Joseph Kelley?
5. What was the status of the Kelley family?

6. What was the reaction to Kelley’s death? How did the family’s

status impact the response to Joseph’s death?
7. Why do you think Jeff Watkins try to mislead the posse?
8. What did Charles Hurd do to try to hide from the posse?
9. What caused Hurd to be caught?
10. Who was Jim Hinch? What happened to him?
11. How was the mob described?

12. Why do you think Hurd’s body was left hanging?

H'S DOOM SEALED

Hurd, the Murderer, Doubtless
Lynched.

MOB READY AT 2 0°CLOCK

The Doomed Man Gives Up and
Cowers in His Cell

FAINT RESISTANCE TO BE MADE

Up to the Time of Going to Press Hurd
Had Not Been Lynched

But the Moh Was Momentarily Fx-
pected-=The Best Citizenas Cun-
demn Lyneh Law, but Nothiug
Can Save the Murderer From
the Infurinted Frievds of
the Murdered Man —
Whipyed an Suspeet.

Chattanooga Daily News. Nov. 21 1895

13. How do you think Hurd’s lynching impacted racial relations in the area?




Classroom Extensions

e One of the drivers of lynchings throughout this period is economic competition between whites and blacks. Ask stu-

dents to read the two excerpts below. How were the changes brought to the area by the railroad and new economic

opportunities impacting racial relations? How did the convict lease labor system further escalate the tensions in the

area? You may wish to have students research the Coal Creek Wars to understand the broader context for economic

anxieties and how it impacted racial relations. You may also wish to look at other videos in this series that explore

stories of racial expulsions.

' OPPOSED LYNCHING. -

Among thosé to visit that place yes-
terday _.and ask that the law be al-
lowed to take its course were the fath-
er and grand-father of the murdered
man. As circuit court meets next Mon-
day in Wartburg they felt that speedy
justice could be given Hurd and so}
asked that lynching be avoided.
* During the past few months a tee}ing”
of general hatred against the worth-
less negroes who have recently crept
into that region on the public works

has sprang up.

Knoxville Tribute. November 22, 1895.

Knoxville Tribute.
November 18,

1895.

Additional Educational Resources

VL TR L ITD Arlwuia, uTtrau wvi aijilvce.

Until the H. C. and 1. railway was
built negroes did not live in Crooked
Fork. The people since the war always
showed - them .the way out of the
mountains. “This is true -all through
the mountains where the principal has
always been ‘“Free white labor.”” Since
the completion of the railway the col-
ored men have

GRADUALLY CREPT IN.

Now the decision has been made by
the people to drive the negroes out,
and there is very little doubt but that
it will be done. The people frankly
say-that the H. C. and I. must em-
ploy only white section hands.

Hon. J. H. Tice, superintendent of
prisons, is now at the state mines and
he will probably be confronted by the
people with a demand that the pres-
ent system of trusty convicts be done
away with. It appears that there are
from 25 to 40 trusty convicts that are
loose, .they go where they pplease, day
and night, they are both colored and |
white. The people say that there is
no telling when thesé trusties will
“Paise hell.” They are afraid for the
safety of their wives, mothers, sisters
and daughters. The trusties are, more
or less, a class that are professionaliy
criminal, or are born that way. All
this is causing wide-spread dissatis-
faction and the consequences that may
come, are of such a nature that the
state officials must take action regard-
ing this question, or they must look
for consequences  that they will not
care to meet. !

e Lesson Plan: Domestic Terror: Understanding Lynching During the Jim Crow Era from PBS
e Curriculum Unit: Teaching the Legacy of Lynching in the United States from the Equal Justice Initiative

e Lesson: Due Process Ignored: L;gnching and American Culture from Yale-New Haven Teachers Institute
e Primary Source Set: The New South from Teaching with Primary Sources-MTSU

e Newsletter: The New South from Teaching with Primary Sources-MTSU



https://tennesseeencyclopedia.net/entries/convict-lease-wars/
https://tn.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/bf10.socst.us.indust.lpterrcrow/domestic-terror-understanding-lynching-during-the-jim-crow-era/
https://lynchinginamerica.eji.org/drupal/sites/default/files/2019-11/EJI%20High%20School%20Lesson%20Plan.pdf
https://teachersinstitute.yale.edu/curriculum/units/2014/3/14.03.01/3
https://library.mtsu.edu/ld.php?content_id=43539118
https://library.mtsu.edu/ld.php?content_id=43541125

